REFRESHER COURSE FOR NIGERIAN
VETERINARY DOCTORS IN BORNO STATE

It is a great pleasure to witness this important occasion of the
opening ceremony of the Nigerian Veterinary Medical Association re-
fresher Course organised for Veterinary Doclors in the state. Indeed,
this occasion is of great significance to the entire people of our state
and the nation considering the important role veterinary medicine plays
in the upliftment of the health of our animals for which we depend on
for our food and other activities. The organization of this refresher
course, will no doubt update the knowledge of our veterinary doctors,
on the modem methods of handling different animal diseases, which is
expected to provide us with healthy animals and therefore safe meat
and milk for consumption. | must therefore commend the initiative
and efforts of the Association for this giant stride.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and gentlemen, as you are all aware,
Boma State is an agrarian State where over 80% of our people depend
on  agriculture for their livelihood. It is also a fact that we have the
largest number of livestock in the country and bordered by three
neighbouring countries of Tchad, Niger and Cameroun. This means
that concerted efforts must be made, if we are to take adequate care of
the large numbers of livestock, in terms of protecting the animals from
diseases and providing grazing lands and water for their healthy growth.
It is therefore in recognition of this fact, that the present Government
attaches great importance, 1o the upliftment of the agricultural sector






